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Date:  August 11, 2013 
Title:  The Believer and Serving His Church 
Text:  1 John 3:11-24 
Theme: Loving the local church as His body is confessing the Story God wrote as true.  

To reject the local church is evidence that one is not a child of God but rather 
born of the devil. 

 
Introduction: 
To love the Body of Jesus, His church is to love Jesus.  Pastor John speaks of those who practice 
righteousness by their continued awareness of who they are and who Jesus is.  Those born of 
God recognize themselves inside of God’s Story.  Those who are born of the devil do not accept 
God’s Story.  They reject His authorship and thus he is right to call them sinners in need of a 
singular Savior.  They do not practice righteousness.  They are not confessors.   
 
Pastor John shows how those born of God not only practice righteousness (2:28-3:9), but also 
“one another” (vv. 11-24 [i.e. the church community]).  Our present passage speaks to this 
second element of how the children of God and the children of the devil are unveiled. 
 
Throughout the letter of 1 John, there is a consistent appeal to love one’s brothers and sisters in 
Christ.  Often such an exhortation is read individually without any thought of the larger 
community.  Yet if we are reading the historical context for 1 John correctly, Pastor John is 
speaking against those who have left the local assembly either voluntarily or through church 
discipline.  In leaving, they no longer love the leadership of the church [i.e. Pastor John and the 
Elders] or the assembly left behind.  Pastor John’s exhortation is “do not say you love the 
Father, if you do not love His church.”  Such a separation is impossible.  Pastor John 
continually points out to the reader that it is impossible for one to say they love God if they do 
not love Jesus and His Church [i.e. the brethren].   This is what our text speaks to.  
 
Before we jump into this passage (3:10-24) I would like to give a quick glance at the idea of 
love as found in the Letter as a whole. 
 

John uses the noun (αγαπη) fourteen times and the verb (αγαπαω) seventeen times and the 

affectionate title of “beloved” (αγαπητος) five times in this short epistle.  Thus, John’s 
treatment of this theme is far from casual.  The word for ‘friend’ [phileo] is not used in 1 John. 
 
I’ve taken the time to look up all the occurrences of ‘love’ in this Letter and place its usage is 
several categories.  I see the idea as seen in 1 John as sequential. 
 
First, God is love and He loves. 
 
God is love and loves.  It is impossible for the God who loves to be less than loving.  As such 
when He is in you, you cannot help but love those who are His.  If we individualize this idea 
apart from the community of faith [i.e. the local church], we make it an impossible action.  This 
not only identifies the individual within the assembly, but it also identifies the assembly.  No 
assembly can be identified as unloving simply because someone within the assembly behaves 
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poorly.  It is the whole that enables us to act out the love of God toward one another.  Notice 
the following passages to support the idea that God is love and loves. 
 

• But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby know we that we are in 
him. (1 John 2:5) 

 

• Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of 
God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. (1 John 3:1) 

 

• Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down 
our lives for the brethren. (1 John 3:16) 

 

• 7 Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and 
knoweth God. 8 He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love.  9 In this was manifested the love 

of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live 
through him.  10 Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins.  11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another.  12 No man 
hath seen God at any time. If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us. (1 
John 4:7-12) 

 

• And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is love; and he that dwelleth in love 
dwelleth in God, and God in him. (1 John 4:16) 

 

• We love him, because he first loved us. (1 John 4:19) 

 
Second, those loved by God are called the beloved. 
 

• Beloved, I am not writing a new commandment to you, but an old commandment which you have had 
from the beginning; the old commandment is the word which you have heard. (1 John 2:7) 

 

• Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that 
when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is. (1 John 3:2) 

 

• Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence before God; (1 John 3:21) 
 

• Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many 
false prophets have gone out into the world. (1 John 4:1) 

 

• Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows 
God. (1 John 4:7) 

 

• Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. (1 John 4:11) 

 
Third, if God is love and works His love in and through His people, what are we to do with 
those who seem not to love those He loves? 
 

• If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he 
hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen? (1 John 4:20) 

 
Fourth, Pastor John puts an inseparable link between loving Jesus [the head] and His people 
[i.e. the local church]. 
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• Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and 

knoweth God. (1 John 4:7) 
 

• Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another. (1 John 4:11) 
 

• And this commandment have we from him, That he who loveth God love his brother also. (1 John 4:21) 
 

• 1 Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: and every one that loveth him that begat 

loveth him also that is begotten of him.  2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we 
love God, and keep his commandments. (1 John 5:1, 2) 

 
Fifth, because God loves us, in Jesus we love one another. 
 
The Scripture presupposes if one loves God, they will love one another, thus the admonition. 
 

• He that loveth his brother abideth in the light, and there is none occasion of stumbling in him. (1 John 
2:10) 

 

• 10 In this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil: whosoever doeth not 
righteousness is not of God, neither he that loveth not his brother.  11 For this is the message that ye heard 
from the beginning, that we should love one another. (1 John 3:10, 11) 

 

• We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren. He that loveth not his 
brother abideth in death. (1 John 3:14) 

 

• 17 But whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of 
compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?  18 My little children, let us not love in 
word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth. (1 John 3:17, 18) 

 

• And this is his commandment, That we should believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and love one 
another, as he gave us commandment. (1 John 3:23) 

 

• Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and 
knoweth God. (1 John 4:7) 

 

• No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected 
in us. (1 John 4:12) 

 

• We love him, because he first loved us. (1 John 4:19) 
 

• 1Jo 4:21 And this commandment have we from him, That he who loveth God love his brother also. 
 

When the circle is complete and love has done its work, there is no fear.  This is true of all who 
confess the Story to be true. 
 

• 17 Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: because as he is, so 
are we in this world.  18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath 
torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love. (1 John 4:17, 18) 

 

Loving God and one another is not grievous or difficult because it is His love flowing in us 
and through us to those around us. 



 

 

4 

 
• For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous. (1 

John 5:3) 

 
Sixth, God’s love in us negates our love for the world. 
 
God’s love in us is polarizing. 
 

• Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him. (1 John 2:15) 

 
This short snapshot of Pastor John’s perspective on God’s love for us, in us, through us to 
those around us provides the larger context of our present study. 
 
Outline: 
 

I. The most fundamental issue (v. 16a). 
 
Read the following passages and consider the magnitude of the truth it speaks of. 
 

• Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of 
God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. (1 John 3:1) 

 

• Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down 
our lives for the brethren. (1 John 3:16) 

 

• 7 Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and 
knoweth God. 8 He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love.  9 In this was manifested the love 

of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live 
through him.  10 Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins.  11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another.  12 No man 
hath seen God at any time. If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us. (1 
John 4:7-12) 

 

• And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is love; and he that dwelleth in love 
dwelleth in God, and God in him. (1 John 4:16) 

 

• We love him, because he first loved us. (1 John 4:19) 

 
Did you hear what just happened?  The Father sent His only begotten Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins.  The Father provided the means whereby His wrath would be stayed 
and His justice would be satisfied.  Friends, this is unprecedented.  This is the kind of love that 
God has for us.  Listen to Romans 5. 
 

• 1 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 

through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand; and we 
exult in hope of the glory of God. 3 And not only this, but we also exult in our tribulations, knowing that 
tribulation brings about perseverance; 4 and perseverance, proven character; and proven character, hope; 5 

and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit who was given to us. 6 For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for 
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the ungodly. 7 For one will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for the good man someone 
would dare even to die. 8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet 

sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved 
from the wrath of God through Him. 10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God 

through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. 11 

And not only this, but we also exult in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have 
now received the reconciliation. (Rom. 5:1-11) 

 
Oh my, take your relational differences and place them in the context of that kind of love.  
 

II. What keeping His commandment(s) means (vv. 11, 22-24) 
 
Commandment keeping believes the Word about Jesus and who you are in light of who He is 
and what He did.  Those who do not keep His commandment(s) commit evil acts (v. 12), hate 
the truth (v. 13), remain in death (v. 14), are murderers (v. 15), do not have eternal life (v. 15), 
have a condemning heart (v. 20), have no confidence before God (v. 21), and do not have the 
Holy Spirit (v. 24). 
 
“As far as he is concerned, the secessionists, by their ongoing lack of love for the members of 
the parent community, show that they have never really passed from death to life.”1 
 
Pastor John’s words are sharp and cut deeply.  His intent is to bring those who do not believe 
to repentance and faith and to protect and encourage those who do believe. 
 
To love is rooted in the very character of God.  Love is never inappropriate.  In fact, to love 
one’s neighbor as one’s self was a summation of Old Testament Law. 
 

• And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.  40  On these two commandments 
hang all the law and the prophets (Matt. 22:39) 

 

• And now I beseech thee, lady, not as though I wrote a new commandment unto thee, but that which we 
had from the beginning, that we love one another. (2 John 5) 

 

• But as touching brotherly love ye need not that I write unto you: for ye yourselves are taught of God to 
love one another. (1 Thess. 4:9) 

 
Loving God and Jesus work out in loving one another.  Pastor John provides two examples of 
what this looks like. 
 

III. What this looks like (vv. 12-15, 16b-21) 
 
Pastor John describes for us what the love of God looks like lived in our relationships.  The 
two pictures provided contrasts one who takes another’s life and one who gives up their life 
for another. 
 

a. Negatively considered – Cain took his brother’s life (vv. 12-15) 
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He provides for us the negative example of Cain slaying Abel.  “The author’s reference to Cain 
is the only direct reference to the OT found in this letter.”2  Notice this truth in the Old 
Testament. 

 
• 17 Thou shalt not hate thy brother in thine heart: thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy neighbor, and not 

suffer sin upon him.  18  Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge against the children of thy people, 
but thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself: I am the LORD.  (Lev. 19:17, 18) 

 
Pastor John contrasts the selfless nature of biblical love against the qualities of those that do 
not love.  He sees them as being of the devil (3:10), abiding in death (3:14), and murderers 
(3:15).  Now he shows how biblical love reveals a regenerated heart. 
 
The fundamental issue between Cain and Abel was that one embraced God’s commentary on 
life and the other rejected God’s commentary.  One saw himself as needing a blood sacrifice 
and the other did not.  It is the same issue in 1 John. 
 

b. Positively considered – Jesus gave His life so that we might give our lives for our 
brothers and sisters in Christ (vv. 16b-21) 

 
i. We endeavor to assist those within the church who have need (vv. 16b-18) 

 
James provides us a vivid picture of what this might look like.  Notice the parallel thought 
between 1 John 3:11-24 and James 2:14-26. 
 

• 14 What use is it, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but he has no works? Can that faith save him? 
15 If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food, 16 and one of you says to them, "Go 
in peace, be warmed and be filled," and yet you do not give them what is necessary for their body, what 
use is that? 17 Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself. 18 But someone may well say, "You 
have faith and I have works; show me your faith without the works, and I will show you my faith by my 
works." 19 You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder. 20 But are you 
willing to recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith without works is useless? 21 Was not Abraham our 
father justified by works when he offered up Isaac his son on the altar? 22 You see that faith was working 
with his works, and as a result of the works, faith was perfected; 23 and the Scripture was fulfilled which 
says, "AND ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS RECKONED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS," 
and he was called the friend of God. 24 You see that a man is justified by works and not by faith alone. 25 

In the same way, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she received the messengers and 
sent them out by another way? 26 For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without 
works is dead. (James 2:14-26) 

 
To love one’s brother is to be acting toward him sacrificially and for his benefit (3:16-18). 

 
• And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to 

God for a sweet smelling savour. (Eph. 5:2) 
 

• This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you. (John 15:12) 

 
“The measure of our love for another is set by Christ's love for us.” (Robertson’s Word Pictures 
on John 13:34).  He is the standard.  “Love has converted more sinners than zeal, eloquence, or 
learning.”   
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Notice the idea of love’s display as it is set forth in the New Testament. 
 
  1. Love bears burdens and helps fallen brethren (Gal. 6:2) 
 

• Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ. (Gal. 6:2) 

 
2. Love deals honestly and sincerely with people (1 Peter 1:22).  It is not 

hypocritical or two-faced. 
 

• Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the 
brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently: (1 Pet. 1:22) 

 

• Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is good. (Rom. 12:9) 
 

• By pureness, by knowledge, by longsuffering, by kindness, by the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned, (2 Cor. 
6:6) 

 

• Now the end of the commandment is charity out of a pure heart, and of a good conscience, and of faith 
unfeigned: (1 Tim. 1:5) 

 

• Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the 
brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently: (1 Pet. 1:22) 

 
3. Love identifies with the hurting (1 Peter 3:8).  Love treats people in a kind 

fashion. 
 

• Finally, be ye all of one mind, having compassion one of another, love as brethren, be pitiful, be 
courteous: (1 Pet. 3:8, read verse 9 as well)  

 

4. Love forgives failure (1 Peter 4:8).  Love treats other’s failure just as God 
treats your failures. 

 
• And above all things have fervent charity among yourselves: for charity shall cover the multitude of sins. 

(1 Pet. 4:8, read vv. 7-10 as well) 

 
Love hinders the knowledge of a thing.  Love does not throw faults into the forefront of a 
relationship.  “We cannot be blind to other people’s faults; but we can be infinitely tender, 
comparing their worst with our worst and not their worst with our best.”  “Love is not blind – 
it sees more, not less.  But because it sees more, it is willing to see less.”  (Rabbi Julius Gordon) 
 
The love we have for each other is the distinguishing characteristic of God’s people.  People 
will know that we are His disciples by the love we have one for another. 
 

• 34 A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love 
one another.  35  By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another. (John 
13:34, 35) 
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The commandment to love is not new in its declaration but only in its display.  The idea of 
love is no longer verbal, but visual.  We have Calvary to show us what love is to be like. 
 

ii. We have confidence before God (vv. 19-22) 
 
Our confidence before God comes from believing in Jesus and loving His people.  Our love for 
His people is very tangible.  One author points out three ways this love might show itself. 
 

1. We care for those within the local assembly who have genuine need. 
2. In calling the unbelieving to faith in Christ we bring the whole gospel to the whole 

person which means we speak of the ‘benefits’ of faith in Christ but also the 
fundamental need to repent from their wickedness against God. 

3. We can seek to foster justice in society, locally, nationally, and internationally. 
 
Loving Jesus and caring for people are inseparably linked.  One causes the others.  The fruit of 
loving Jesus is to love people.  It is unfortunate and we must guard our hearts against this, but 
we can become very cynical and jaded as it relates to the needs of people.  There are always 
people present who would seek to exploit situations and take advantage of others.  This is true 
of every culture and time.  Yet we cannot afford to allow the sinfulness of some to rob us of 
our desire to be generous and helpful to those in genuine need. 
 
I will begin by acknowledging my initial ignorance of this passage.  I wrestled with it for some 
time.  Part of the difficulty is the way the passage is read and the other is that of reading the 
verses in isolation from each other.  Let us initially try to read the passage and get a sense for 
what is being said.  Then we will try to make application. 
 
v. 19 first we need to establish what the ‘this’ is referring to.  It would appear the ‘this’ is 
referring to what Pastor John just addressed, “Loving love the church by assisting those in 
genuine need.”  When we complete the circle, the Holy Spirit assures us of our position before 
Him.  His love through us speaks of His love being in us.  Part of the benefits of His love in us 
and through us is a personal persuasion that we are His children. 

Once again there is the problem of deciding whether the phrase ἐν τούτῳ (en toutw) refers (1) to what 
precedes or (2) to what follows. When an explanatory or epexegetical ὅτι (Joti) clause follows, and the ὅτι 
clause is not grammatically unrelated to the phrase ἐν τούτῳ, then the ἐν τούτῳ is best understood as 
referring to what follows. Here in 3:19-20 there are no less than three ὅτι clauses that follow, one in 3:19 
and two in 3:20, and thus there is the difficulty of trying to determine whether any one of them is related 
to the ἐν τούτῳ phrase in 3:19. It is relatively easy to eliminate the first ὅτι clause (in 3:19) from 
consideration, because it is related not to ἐν τούτῳ but to the verb γνωσόµεθα (gnwsomeqa) as an indirect 
discourse clause giving the content of what believers know (“that we are of the truth”). As far as the two 
ὅτι clauses in 3:20 are concerned, it is difficult to see how believers could know that they belong to the 
truth (19a) by means of either, since the first speaks of a situation where they are under self-
condemnation (“if our heart condemns us…”) and the second ὅτι clause seems to give a further 
explanation related to the first (“that God is greater than our heart…”). Therefore it seems better to 
understand the phrase ἐν τούτῳ in 3:19 as referring to the preceding context, and this makes perfectly 
good sense, because 3:18 concludes with a reference to the righteous deeds with which believers are to 
love one another, which are produced by the truth. 
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sn By this refers to the righteous deeds mentioned at the end of 3:18, the expressions of love. It is by doing 
these deeds that believers assure themselves that they belong to the truth, because the outward action 
reflects the inward reality of their relationship with God. Put another way, ‘conduct is the clue to 
paternity.’3 

 
“The meaning here seems to be, that we shall in this way allay the doubts and trouble of our 
minds, and produce a state of quiet and peace, to wit, by the evidence that we are of the truth. 
Our consciences are often restless and troubled in view of past guilt; but, in thus furnishing the 
evidence of true piety by love to others, we shall pacify an accusing mind, and conciliate our 
own hearts, and persuade or convince ourselves that we are truly the children of God. See Rob. 
Lex. sub voce peiyw, I. b. In other words, though a man's heart may condemn him as guilty, 
and though he knows that God sees and condemns the sins of his past life, yet the agitations 
and alarms of his mind may be calmed down and soothed by evidence that he is a child of 
God, and that he will not be finally condemned. A true Christian does not attempt to conceal 
the fact that there is much for which his own heart and conscience might justly accuse him; 
but he finds, notwithstanding all this, evidence that he is a child of God, and he is 
persuaded that all will be well.”4 
 
v. 22 because I am in Christ whatever I ask I receive.  Why?  Because I keep His 
commandments and do those things that are pleasing in His sight. And why do I keep His 
commandments and do those things that are pleasing in His sight?  Because I am the recipient 
of His love which is now in me and thus enabling me to love as He loves.  Verse 22 can be used 
against us as it relates to answered prayer and obedience to all of His commandments.  The 
answer to that dilemma is found in verse 23. 
 
v. 23 and what is His commandment and what is pleasing in His sight?  That I receive Jesus 
the Christ as my personal Savior from my sin and that I love as He loves.  God’s love given 
and thus appropriated by faith (3:1-3) makes me His child.  God’s love in me now enables me 
to love as He loves.  Pastor John comes full circle from verses 23 and 24 to verse 11. 
 
Notice the plural in v.22, the singular in v.23 and then the plural again in v.24.  Is the reference 
to commandments throughout these three verses referring to the same thought?  I would say 
yes.  What we want to do is pile all the commandments of the New Testament into this one 
plural commandment of verse 22.  Fortunately verse 23 will tell me what commandments are 
being referred to.  The plural commandment is actual one commandment with two actions.  
The first action is to receive His love and thus be born-again.  The second action is the result of 
the first and that is to love as He loves.  But such an action is only possible if the first action has 
taken place.  Thus the two commandments are actual one and the one commandment has two 
parts.   
 
v. 24 “The main point of the extended section 3:11-24 is summed up in the words: Those who 
obey his commands live in him, and he in them.”5  And if you have kept His commandments 
[those just referred to] you are in Him and He in you.  And we have this assurance (v. 19) of 
our position in Christ because of the Holy Spirit’s ministry in us.  Notice how Pastor John’s 
thought comes full circle.  We ought to be assured and fully persuaded of our righteous 
standing before God. 
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We will know by this [our love for one another] that we are of the truth, and [this love for one 
another] will assure our heart before Him in whatever our heart condemns us [our screw-ups]; 
for God is greater than our heart and knows all things [cf. v. 24].  
 
Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us [this is God’s intent, that our heart does not 
condemn us], we have confidence before God; and whatever we ask we receive from Him, 
[why] because we keep His commandments and do the things that are pleasing in His sight. 
[And what exactly are His commandments?] This is His commandment [singular w/ two 
prongs], that [1] we believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ, and [2] love one another, just 
as He commanded us.  
 
The one who keeps His commandments [the two just noted] abides [remains/lives] in Him, 
and He in him. We know by this that He abides [remains/lives] in us, by the Spirit whom He 
has given us [cf. v. 20]. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?): 

• Do you see yourself a sinner in need of Jesus the incarnate Christ and only advocate 
before the Father? 

• If not, why not? 

• If yes, then live your life in loving Christ and serving in and through His Church. 
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